ABSTRACT -Cotton cultivar BRS 293 is a midseason high-yield cultivar and has wide adaptation to the Brazilian savanna, yield stability, desirable resistance to main cotton diseases and good fiber quality. The cultivar BRS 293 meets growers' demands for competitive lint yield as well as fulfilling industrial textile requirements.
INTRODUCTION
Upland cotton (Gossypium hirsutun L. r latifolium Hutch) is an economically important species for fiber and seed production in the Brazilian savanna. Lately, exportation opportunities for fiber of this species have arisen (Ferreira Filho and Alves 2007) . The genetic cotton improvement program of the Empresa Brasileira de Pesquisa Agropecuária (Embrapa) in Goiás State is run in partnership with private financial support from FIALGO and technical support from the Fundação Goiás. 'BRS 293' upland cotton (Gossypium hirsutum L.) (Reg. no. 25139) was developed by Embrapa and partners in 2008 as part of an ongoing effort to create germplasm and cultivars with improved yield potential and excellent fiber quality adapted to major cotton growing regions in Brazil (Freire et al. 2008) .
GENETIC ORIGIN AND DEVELOPMENT
The cultivar BRS 293 was developed by hybridization and pedigree selection methods. 'BRS 293' was originated from crosses between Stoneville 132 (a widely cultivated cotton cultivar with pedigree DES 56 x TAMCOT SP37) and Delta Opal (a high-yielding cotton cultivar with pedigree DP 5816 x Sicala 33), carried out in 2000 at Randonópolis, MT. Hybrid combinations with cultivar Delta Opal are recommended for the improvement of seedcotton yield, lint yield, seed index, index of production, and earliness (Aguiar et al., 2007 40.5 to 42.5%; micronaire reading ranged from 3.9 to 4.5; fiber length (SL 2.5%) from 28.5 to 30.5 mm; relative strength from 28.3 to 32.9 gf tex -1 ; reflectance from 72 and 82%; yellowness (+b) from 6.5 to 10.0; short fiber index from 3.9 to 6.3; spinning consistency index from 140 to 160; the fiber spin character could be defined as very good (Table. 2).
SEED MAINTENANCE AND DISTRIBUTION
'BRS 293' is catalogued in the MAPA -Ministério da Agricultura, Pecuária e Abastecimento -under the number 25139. Basic seeds are produced by the Serviço de Negócios para Transferência de Tecnologia da Embrapa (SNT), and the Fundação Goiás, working in partnership with Embrapa, are responsible for the certified seed. 
